
Florence Unified School District 

Location: Florence, Arizona
Grade levels: K–12
Schools:  7 elementary, 2 high schools
Population: Total students: 7,000

Website:	 www.florenceusd.org

The Need:  Easier Access to School Resources 

As FUSD continued to add computer technology into its 
environment, streamlining access to all of its Windows, web 
and hosted applications became more important.  

Simplifying access to applications could potentially save 
significant administrative costs, while greatly advancing 
education.  
 

The Challenge: 1:1 Computing Beyond the Class
 
FUSD already had replaced textbooks with netbooks and 
provided both teachers and students with the ability to 
store and retrieve personal files on the district SAN.  

The harder step was to make these resources available 
outside of the school walls.

Netbooks, loaded with Windows® XP Home, couldn’t 
authenticate to the directory, there were public cloud 
security concerns and VDI options were too expensive.

The Solution:  A Unified Cloud 

Stoneware’s webNetwork “privatizes” the cloud by keeping 
all the school’s applications and data on the district’s 
servers.

Now Florence Unified School District provides... 

•	 1:1 Computing, Without Limitations 
Teachers and students can get to all of their files and 
applications from a web browser, from home, school or 
even on vacation! 

•	 Private Data Security 
All school data and applications are stored on FUSD’s 
internal servers and are delivered over the Internet 
through an encrypted session to the webDesktop, 
keeping everything inside FUSD’s control.   

•	 Remote Access for Vendors 
FUSD grants vendors secure log-in for accounting 
and other data without the management and cost of 
setting up a VPN.   

•	 IT Cost Savings 
New software installations, system troubleshooting 
and other IT services are primarily centralized to the 
servers at the district level.  This reduced travel and 
management costs supporting schools throughout 
FUSD’s 50 mile radius.

“We already knew what we needed. We just didn’t 
know if the technology existed.  When we found out 
about Stoneware, the decision was a no-brainer. 

The product is so remarkably flexible and easily 
customized.  To top it off, Stoneware’s service, technical 
support and training have all been phenomenal. Any 
questions or issues, and they are right on it. “ 

Thomas Howe, Systems Administrator
tgh@fusdaz.org
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